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HEADQUARTERS
6TH BATTALION, 56TH ARTILLERY
APO 96491

AVGHFC 3 August 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly DPeriod Frnding
. 31 July 196%7. (RCS CSFOR-65) (U) V\VC WAVATO

TO: Comnmanding Officer
97th Artillery Group (AD)
APO 96307

1. (U) In compliance with AR 1-19 and USARV Regulation 870-2, subject
report is submitted.

2, (U) Orgsnization for Mission:

UNIT COMIAFTERS
6th Bn, 56th Arty LTC Peter B, Farrell

(5 September 1966 - )
Hq and Fg Btry CPT Edward D, Foust

(1 Janvary 1967 - 30 June 1967)
CPT James F, Sorenson
(1 July 1967 - )

Battery A CPT Jerry L. Kintigh
(2 October 19°6 - 10 July 1967)
CPT John G. Williamson
(11 July 1967 ~ )

Battery B CPT John H. Little
(14 September 1966 - 9 June 1967)
CPT Leroy Woods

(10 June 1967 - )
Battery C CPT_Raymond M, Jones

(1 February 1967 - )
Battery D : CPT Paul F, Hagerty

(23 August 1946 - 9 June 1967)
CPT Richard A, Thomas
(10 June 1967 - )
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 SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 July 1967. (RCS CSFOR-65) (U) Utlc. WAVATO

SECTION I: (C) SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATIONAL OR UNIT ACTIVITIES
1. (C) GENERAL:

a. The battalion continued the assigned mission of providing com~
bat ready U.S. Army Air Defense units in the defense of assigned areas, Re-
public of Vietnam,

b, It is significant to note that four of five subordinate units
have changed commanders during the reporting period. The transition was ef-
fected with no degradation of capabilities to accomplish our mission,

¢, Savings Bond participation is at 90,6% of the ascigned strength,

de The main Civic Action activity continues in the Nhon Trach Dis-
trict, Bien Hoa Province, A VC attack on Ben Sang, the primary target area
of the Battelion Civic Action Program, resulted in the death of the district
U.S. OCO représentative, the District Chief, his wife and four ARVN soldiers.
This caused little or no regression in the pacification rrogram, Work was
completed on a series of bridges allowing Lambretta traffic to transit the ham-
let of Ben Sang, thus providing the villagers with a better opportunity for the
import-export of products, While this major activity is supnorted by equip-
ment and personnel resources of all units of the battalion, Battery A has dis-
tributed over 25,000 pounds of food in the villages of Don Tang and Tan Thoi
(Hoc Mon sub-sector), Battery A medical personnel treated minor ailments of
150-200 indigenous personnel each week during the reporting period, and com~
pleted coordination for treatment of more serious ailments at ARVN medicel
installations,

e. Distinguighed visitors were:

VISITOR TITLE DATE

MG Eiffler G, 1st Log Cmd 31 Yay 1967
COL Coe CO, TSV 4B, RN 3 July 1967
COL Willisms Vice Cmdr, TSN 4B, RVN 3 July 1967
BG Young G3, P&0, USARV 26 July 1967

2. (C) PERSONMEL:

a. During the ouarter this organization had an average totRl assigned
strength of 1013 personnel, The total authorized strength is 858 (40 officers,
15 warrant officers, 803 enlisted men)., There were 313 losses and 288 gains,
There are no significant trained mechanic or technician shortages,
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SUSJICT:  Operational Report - lessons learned for Nurrterly Fericd nding
31 July 1957. (RC3 CSFCR-85) (U) UIC 3:iV1TC

(b) This organization corpiles weekly intslligence swinaries
for 97th irtillery Group (iD),

be FPhysical Security: This is censidered adcquate, Units are con-
tinuing to improve their active and vassive defonsd ve measures, —rphasis ha
been placed o2 passive defense mezsures against air/acrtar attacks, The fol-
lowing defensive ueaswures have becn token:

(1) Construction and imoroverent of suard bunkers with overhead
cover,

(2) Construction of t.-

o erditical wmiit peri-
reter area,

(3) Termanent erplac

'C)
9
=
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O
l-_

Clayrmore rines in concrot.,

(&) Constructicn of narserncl bunkers in adiinistrabive swron to
provide protection oueinst mortor fire,

(5) Continued instaliation ond irorovencnt of perinetor lishting,

(8) Improvenent of rerscrnel bl wors in billeting areas to ro-

vide protection ggainst wmortar re,

(7) Continuzd erphasis hos beon nloced in the Battalion Sentry
Dog Prograi, Battery D has compleiod the tr aining focility and the 7w kemnels
are nearing completicne Continued eiphasis hes boon nlacesd on the a zcuate
training and proper utilization of the sentry dogs to liprove the ec.ly detoc-
tion of intruders. Sentry dog teais ot Battery 4, natiery B and Headquarters
Battery sre working outside tho perirvieter fencing to inercase the deteciion
range and o prevent the dogs Irom bocc 2dng faniliar with personnel other than
ti12 handlers,

Ce he battalion has encowntered no proolems in obtaining necessary
security clearonces, During the renorting period, the battaliocn granted 4o
Confidential clearances, valid-tad 177 Secret clearances and 25 Top Secret
security clearances,

b, () C22R:TIONS:

a2, Group level H© TV Runs and d“l.;; battaliion air defeansc e :
hawe continued to be effective in mairtair ining a high state of wit t~-inin

b, Tactical SCP examinations were cdudnistered to 18 officers and
27 enlisted men, resulting in the qualification for air defense tacticol duties
of 18 officers and 13 enlisted men,
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AVCIIFG 3 August 1967

8U3JCT:  Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Snding
31 July 1967. (RCS CSFOR-65) (U) UIC WiV1TO

Ce. Continued emphasis has been placed on the capability of the fir-
ing batterics to rema’in onerational and adhere to the Stote of Llert schedulo,
The proventive maintenanc: program azcin produced outstanding results as the
battelion operational tive was 99,98, for the quarter,

d. 411 fovr firing batteries were rated as Corbat Reads for the
Corbat Readiness Tvaluations administerec by UGZ:RP:0 during iy 1957,

5. (U) TOGISTICS:

a. logistical Suprort: ILosistical supoort has inproved during report
period, for example, @i laundry for :hcets, pillowcases and rattross covers.
The Self Service Supply Center at Lor: Binh Post h:s added seversl iteris to
its stockage list,

b, Tactical Vehicles: 411 shortages of %— ten trucks have been filled,
The only significant shortage of tactical vehicles is the shortoge of 2% ton
trucks, Stocks due in-—cowntry within the noxt quarter and several that have
been located for lateral transfor should reduce this shortage significantly
within the next fow nmonths,

Ce Repair Parts (JiiWK):

(1) During this period, the following requisitions trere received
and proceused as follows:

Lz (O] & 10TAL
NUBIR FASSTD TO 79TH 418 1581 1883 33k

(2) The Tecinical Suonly Sectlon now carries 14,200 line itens,
of wiich 291 arc at zcro balance, <l.2re have been 4710 requisitions, of which
2703 uatched owr st@ckege list. The Derand lccomodation is 79%. Cut of tho
J703 requests that matched owr stockage list, we issued 2597 from our stocks,
Ihe Deuand Satisfacticn is 709, Ws hove had 960 Mrect Sxehange trrnsactions
durins the quarter,

d. liaintenance:

(1) CGeneral:

(a) Vehicle Deadline Ratc: The deadline ratc for vehicles
during the reporting period was 2.23%, The cdeadline rate for scoop loaders

Y i g :
was 32,257, compared to 50,7% for the l-st cuarter,
(b) iaintenance Problem~ ncountered: There is a shertage.
an

of trained personnel, CJT personnel .ot do the Jjob of experienced, train-
ed mechanic, The personnel sectic. i .- tsently trying to locate trained rneche
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SUBJ.2CT: Operational Report -~ Lessons Learned for Cuarterly Peried nding
31 Julr 1967. (RCS CSFCR-45) (U) UIC WAVITO

anics, Thorc is a critical shortage of 3/4 ten 113731 icter Dwps, Six out

T 32 were replac:d in the last two nonths, One 3/Lf ton 13731 i3 presently
on deadline "ITC.“'tlIlb this iten, Those pwmn failuwres are due to the grease
GAA being used which is not heary cnough for this ~lirnte, & dor nr.s bheen
placed with the S4th Ui Battalion for water pwir zre-~se that +All w chssand
high teiperatwres better than Gii.

(2) HiWK: Dur:.- 7 Lhis poricd, we have had 1583 Work Requests
subritted Lo us, They arc as follows:

MAJOR ITUS C1ASSIS SIGIAL & MISC
TOTAL 430 1011 €2
COIPLETS 323 730 Ly
TVACTATD 9 113 6
AIATTING PERTS 87 85 7
o osHoR 11 121 2

€, Construction:

(1) The Battalion Operations Zenter Complex was cormleted in iy,

-~

(2) iost lightning arrestcrs have been completed and only a fov
materials are still due out,

§° Repeirs and Utilities: =-%h Dattery A and Battery B are expected
to receive 100 Wi generators in the acar future, Battery C presently has two

50 KW generators,
SECTIC, IT: (C) COMNiAIDSER!S OBSERVATIONS AD K aCOIIHDATIONS:
Cailh) Part I: Observations (Lessons Learned)
OFZRATIONS /Smplecerent of Claymore Mines

~tew: Detonetion of Claymore Mines by Lichtning
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SUBJLCT:  Operational ieport -- Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period .ading
31 July 1967. (RGS Cs5iUR-65) (U) UIC WAVYTO

sceidentally detonatec by

Discusgion: 1., This uvnit liad four GClaymore mines

doentricy resuoting in two fatolities to fried szennel,  The mines uere
loc-ted on the evimeter ol Battery L and verc rirod 1 scries of five nmines
vita the lead wires ’n a ﬁetonau on cou*“ol tunl-er . iere they were affixed
to a wooden terminal board., Each of the n'nes vere encased i cement blocl-g
~nd enehcred by four erforated steel Jlank sosts. The biastiiy caps vere

lnstailed so that the" cculd be comaand ceteonated, there were no slectrical
procucing devices comnected to or aro.nd tihe lead wires abt the time of tlhc oo~
cr.dent, An investigation of the 1u51c o revoaﬂod three voraille theories as
to hov the mines were detornted hy S

2. Tollow'ng is a synoupsis of each thoory:

a..%eluﬁhnmgnuma.ap@nho 0% pole and clectricityr
follovecd = telephone lu“e to the tualzer and arced acrozs the lead wires or the
lirhitming strucl: cne of the Lzod i wd followed the Load vire dbael: to the
ccirex virere the clectriecity arced ac the five Cloymore lead - ires.

b, Tic lightning struec’: thc cercertina vire of toe imer perimet v
souce G then travcleg alour the and arcec over to the lead ircs

undieh tere 1yimg nder the concortina.

ce Yot the belt of 1i;ntuing saturated the arec wvrroundin: tho
ceteuated Claymores witi clectricity and tic electricity passed throngh the uct
cround to the steel PSP support rods in the Claycre ccuercic molds, The sureo
of power was then transforred to the 1w d vires uere urcged o covnd the
stecl .SF and cotonated the mines,

3. Nene of the above thoerics could be proven or dis_roven conclusively,

Cbserv~tic:: That all Claymors mines in the fuburc be emgslaccd so that the
nlasting caps can be exgily removed quwnb lightniiy storme. Also that they

be emyla cec so vhet none of the lecd vires are comnected to cny noterial
vhich vill rexdily conduct an electrienl current.

(U)  Part TT: Recomacnd~ticne:
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AVGHC (3 Aug 67) 1st Ind
SUBJZCT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the Period 1 May 1967
to 31 July 1967. (RCS CSFOR-65) (U) UIC WAV1TO

HEADQUARTERS, 97TH ARTILIERY GROUP (AD), APO 96307, 21 August 1967

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC
APO 96375,

1. (U) This headquarters concurs with the report contained in the
basic correspondance with the exception of paragraph 4d.

2. (U) One battery was rated Combat Ready and three batteries were
rated Limited Combat Ready for the Combat Readiness Evaluations administered
by USARPAC during May 1967. A Limited Cormbat Ready battery is defined as a
battery that cannot meet the criteria established for a Combat Ready battery,
but does have a limited capability to engage hostile airborne targets.

J C CE;\,;_;_._

Colonel, Artillery
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DISPOSITION FORM

(AR 340-15)
REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT
AVHGC~0 ORLL for 6th Bn, 56th Arty
T© g3, DS&T FROM chief, Opn Div, G3 DATE q4 | opr 277 cMT

CPT arrison/c3d/b7h9

Comments concerning subject CRLL for 6th Bn, 56th Arty are forwarded as
requested:

Para ,4d and para 2, 1st Ind: Concur with para 2, 1st Ind. The discrepency
vetween the ORLL and the 1st indorsement was a matter of interpretation. The unit
felt that as long as one missile in the unit was capable of engaging a target it was
combat ready; the overall effectiveness of the unit is limited but is still capable
of killing a target. Ninety-seventh Group (AD) has taken positive steps to insure
proper interpretation of terminology used in the readiness inspection.

{
WILLIAM E. SCANLON -
Colonel, GS
Chief Operations Division
Office, ACofS, G3

AVHGD=-PO
SUBJECT: Operational Reports-Lesson Learned (ORLL)

TO: G3DST FROM: G4 DATE: §SEPI®Z o 2
LTC Penny/jd/LB4279

Reference item concerning detonation of claymore mines by lightning, section
II, Part 1I, Page 6: DNoncconcur. Attention is invited to T 9-1345-200, 8 June
1964, as changed. Two pertinent extracts are: (1) "WARNING: Position the
mine so that friengly troops forward and to the side of the mine (fig 20 & 21)
will not be endangered. The firing position should be at least 16 meters to the
rear or to the sides of the mine."; and (2) "WARNING: M 18A1 mines should be
prepared for non electric detonation when mines are to be dejloyed in such a way
that they would be a danger to friendly troops if spontaneously detonated during
electrical storms. Refer to paragraph 20h and figure 23(4)."

2 InCl 41/4 Ho Bo BQ ’
nc ...~ Colonely”GS
ACofS, G4
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Captain, AGC
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